
UC Application 
Workshop

Nine Campuses. One Application. 



Freshman Admission Requirements

Area Subject Units

A History/Social Science 2 years

B English 4 years

C Mathematics 3 years, 4 recommended

D Lab Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 2 years, 3 recommended

E Foreign Language 2 years, 3 recommended

F Visual and Performing Arts 1 year (consecutive semesters)

G College Prep Elective 1 year

                                                                    Total: 15 A-G Course Minimum

GPA Requirement

Weighted 3.00

Examination Requirement - NONE  for FALL 2021

Act Plus Writing or SAT Reasoning is NO longer required. 
These tests will NOT be used in admissions decisions.



Fall 2020 admitted freshmen 
(mid 50% range provided by UC)

Click on this link for admission percentages and SAT/ACT:
ttps://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/downloadable-guides/cc20-freshman-application-data-2020-v1.pdf  

Berkeley 4.14-4.30
Davis 4.07-4.28
Irvine 4.03-4.29
Los Angeles        4.21-4.32
Merced        3.39-3.96
Riverside 3.68-4.12
San Diego         4.11-4.29
Santa Barbara        4.08-4.29
Santa Cruz        3.76-4.18

**Minimum 3.0 GPA needed to apply to UCs

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/downloadable-guides/cc20-freshman-application-data-2020-v1.pdf


Choosing where to apply

•REACH- Selective dream schools (most of the UC campuses are considered REACH schools)

•SAFETY - average freshman GPA and test scores are significantly lower than yours

•TARGET - your GPA and test scores are in line or above the average freshman 
admitted



Important Dates

Date Task

August 1st Application opens for fall admission

November 1-30 Submit your UC application

October / November Finish up ACT, SAT, SAT Subject tests and have scores sent to ONE UC 
campus

March 1-31 Notification of admission decision

May 1st Statement of Intent to Register (SIR ) deadline 

July 1st Final transcript deadline. Request SMHS through Parchment before June 
graduation

To access the UC online application, visit: 

www.admission.universityofcalifornia.edu 



Comprehensive Review Factors
• Grade-Point Average

• Test Scores

• Courses Completed/Planned

• Honors Courses

• Eligibility in Local Context (ELC)

• Quality of Senior-Year Program of Study

• Academic Opportunities in California High Schools

• Performance in Academic Subject Areas

• Achievement in Special Projects

• Improvement in Academic Performance

• Special Talents, Achievements, Awards

• Participation in Educational Preparation Programs

• Academic Accomplishment Within Life Experiences

• Geographic Location 



Filling Out the Application Basics

• Each campus asks you to create an account.  Check your account 
at least once a week

• Keep your username and password written down somewhere 
safe

• Create a professional email and check it regularly- this is their 
primary means of communication 

• Do NOT use your SMUSD email address!



• You will complete one application and decide which UCs to which it is sent

• You will have to choose majors and alternate (2nd choice) majors.  
Undecided is ok in most cases.  

• Your application packet explains policies regarding alternate majors and 
admissions for each UC campus

• For each UC select your interests from the list provided and you will be 
considered for scholarships based on your selections.

• No letters of recommendation are accepted for the UCs (unless specifically 
requested by a campus)



Some UCSD notes

• UCSD is divided into seven colleges

• Each college has its own housing and graduation 
requirements

• Read about each college and rank them in order of preference 

• Go to mycompass.ucsd.edu/public to learn about the seven 
colleges

• On Welcome page, click on icon for each college:



Some UCLA notes
• If you’re applying to the following departments:

Arts & Architecture

Music

Nursing

Theater, Film & Television

Engineering

If you are denied for these majors, you do not get a second 
choice/alternate major. They are highly competitive.



• Be sure to enter in all high schools that you have attended 
and Palomar (Under the “Colleges attended in H.S”)

• If you took a college course on a HS campus, put it under 
colleges (if you have a college transcript, it is considered a 
college course)  

• If you are taking a test in the future (in Oct or Nov) put that 
date on your application and leave your score blank

• When taking SAT, SAT Subject, and ACT w/writing send to 
at least one UC and the scores will be sent to all campuses 
to which you apply.



Transcripts

• Do not send transcripts now unless requested to do so by 
a specific campus (7th semester grades).

• Before graduation, you must arrange to send your final, 
official transcript from SMHS 

• If you took a class at Palomar College (or elsewhere), have 
them send it to the UC you committed to attend

• All transcript requests are made through Parchment on 
the SMHS website. 



Activities, Awards, Extracurricular
For activities and awards, choose the most meaningful experiences for each 
category  

• Clubs (list leadership positions)

• Sports

• Church activities

• Community service

• Awards and honors (from coaches or if a team makes CIF)

Use words like: mentor, taught, led, organized, responsible for, etc.

• You want to represent LEADERSHIP, IMPROVEMENT, DEDICATION 
within the activities section.

Work: list responsibilities for your job and what you do with your earnings

Ed. Prep Programs: summer programs like Upward Bound, COSMOS, and 
other ones like AVID.



Adding courses

• There are questions about what you took in 7th and 
8th grade purely to fulfill the a-g requirements

• Courses are already listed, just click on the class you 
took for that grade level.

• Choose the grade for each semester (if you repeated 
a D or F YOU MUST REPORT BOTH TIMES YOU TOOK 
THE COURSE)- this is different from CSU



Senior Year Courses

• Senior Schedule: Enter in “Full Term” 
Enter in 1st semester courses as “IP (in progress)” 
2nd semester as “ PL (planned)”
• English 12 (p) = CSU Expository Reading and Writing
• If you listed a course on your application and then drop 

it, or earn a D or F in a class, you MUST notify the 
admissions office at each university to which you 
applied.

• All acceptances are conditional; MUST earn C or better 
and final transcript must match application



Grading Scale/School Terms



Additional Comments section 

• Do not include a 5th PIQ here

• Information not found anywhere else on the application

• Additional Honors/Awards, Extracurricular Activities

• Open Format

• Gaps or deficiencies in the application



Application Fees

• Application fee is $70 per campus

• When completing the financial information on the 
Fee Waiver page IT MUST BE ACCURATE

• Check with your parent/guardian for the family 
income  

• It can only be submitted once
• Fee Waiver = 4 campus applications for free



EOP: How to “Apply”

  Educational Opportunity Program
    -Check if you want to apply for the Educational Opportunity Program 
(EOP).  If you apply to EOP, you will need to report your parents’ level of education, 
family size and income later in the application. 

-Dream Act Students can apply for EOP.

-Required: Discuss your reasons for applying to EOP.



Purpose of the PIQs in the words of UC

• Allows students to express who they are, what matters to them and what they want UC to know

• Provides context for selection, scholarships, gaps in education, etc.

• Allows the student to tell their own experiences…We want to hear it!

• Most UC campuses don’t conduct interviews or accept letters of recommendation—this is the 
student’s opportunity to self-advocate.

• Every campus uses the information differently: some for financial aid/scholarships; some for 
selection; some for both scholarship and admission selection

• Beyond academics or what is already listed on the application, allows students to express who they 
are, what matters to them, and what they want UC to know

• Keep in mind that most students who apply to the UC are already academically selective, so we are 
looking for students to go beyond that. 

• Context is key in the UC application because we are not comparing student to student, we are 
looking at each student’s individual experiences and environment.

• Tips and words from the UCLA Admissions Director: “ Get to the point”  & “90% content, 10% 
style”





Comments from UC about PIQs

• No “bad” or “good” PIQ responses
• Helpful responses provide context about a student’s lived experiences
• Helpful responses provide information for Admissions to consider that is not 

found elsewhere in the application
• Focus on student’s impact on others or something that impacted the student 

with specific and tangible examples
• “Missed opportunities” do not provide additional information or context for 

Admissions to consider
• “Value added” responses allow Admissions to learn more about a student



Writing about Covid-19 & PIQs
• Focus on what you DID during COVID-19, not what you 

could not do
• For example, if your baseball season was canceled, tell 

UC what you did do with your time and HOW you 
handled the situation creatively

• Everyone has had challenges during COVID, how were 
you able to problem-solve and adapt? This is what UC 
wants to know

• Use specific examples
• What do you want UC to know? Don’t write what you 

THINK they want to hear.





Case Studies:

Missed Opportunity? 

or Value-Added?







UC’s comments
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Case Studies



What UC says



UC admissions feedback
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What UC says



UC admissions feedback



CSU/UC Applications due Nov.30th 

No app, No turkey and…
No pie until you apply!



Questions & Contacts

UC Home Page

www.universityofcalifornia.edu

Admission Requirements

www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions

Online Application

www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply 

UC Application Center

(800) 207-1710 

ucinfo@applyucsupport.net

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

